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He has had over 50 years experience in fungal identification, and this he now applies to criminal
and civil forensic cases. Since 2007, his skills have been used by 12 police forces, including in 20
cases of murder, and he has appeared in an expert witness in five murder trials. He has
contributed nine papers to the scientific forensic peer-reviewed literature since 2011, most
co-authored with Professor Wiltshire; these include global reviews of the use of fungi in criminal
and civil investigations. He also undertakes field surveys, training courses, environmental impact
assessments, the preparation of specialist reports, and consultancies involving litigation, on a wide
range of issues involving fungi (including lichens), including mould growths in buildings. He has
given evidence as an expert witness in public enquiries, criminal courts, civil courts, and Coroner’s
courts.

In 1996 he was appointed Commander of the British Empire (CBE) by HM Queen Elizabeth Il for
services to science, and his academic qualifications include PhD (1970) and DSc (1980) degrees
from the University of Leicester, and an Honorary Doctorate from the University of Umea in
Sweden (1996). He is a Fellow of the Royal Society of Biology (1982), International Mycological As-
sociation (2018), and Linnean Society of London (1969) He is a Chartered Biologist (from 1986),
was accepted as a Professional Member of the Chartered Society for Forensic Science in 2011,
and is recognized as an expert by the UK National Crime Agency.
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has served as President of the International Union of Biological Sciences (1994-97), British Myco-
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A recognized world authority on the diversity, systematics, and ecology of fungi, especially
microfungi and lichens, he is particularly known for studies and surveys of fungal diversity, and the
bioindication of air pollution. He is author/co-author of over 600 scientific publications, and
author/editor/co-editor of 56 books. Further, he has introduced 896 new scientific names for fungi,
including 79 genera and 247 species new to science.

Involved in the editing of peer-reviewed scientific journals since 1970, including as Editor-in-Chief of
Mycological Research and IMA Fungus (official journal of the International Mycological Association),
and has been Editor-in-Chief of Biodiversity and Conservation since 2006.
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